The subjectmatter of many apparitions consists neither of ideas nor recollected images, but of creations of the mind, which were never seen or conceived before the time of their first production.
I have raised these objections to the definitions of one of the most recent writers on this subject, not so much for the purpose of exposing their vagueness and inaccuracy, as of elucidating some preliminary points.
Before proceeding to give any definition of my own, I will offer some general remarks upon the application of philosophy to the subject of apparitions, setting forth the advantages and the object of such an application.
The application of philosophy to the subject of apparitions has been productive of the best results in contributing to the peace and happiness of man, by relieving him from the bondage of a slavish fear. It has been like the introduction of the light of day into some dark cavern which has for ages been supposed to have been the habitation of all manner of horrid and unclean things ; but which, when illuminated, is found to be one of nature's most rare and beautiful productions, in which we see nothing to fear, but everything to admire, to delight, and to instruct. It has given the death-blow to those systems of imposture by which designing men have striven, too often with success, to establish their authority upon the fears of the ignorant and the superstitious. It is deplorable to think that knowledge, which is so beneficial when diffused among the many, should be prostituted to such base purposes when confined to the few. Knowledge is said to IV. The fourth division, diseases of the reproductive organs, give rise to apparitions, by producing hypochondriasis and mania. That they do so is sufficiently proved in the work of M. Lallemand on this subject. I have seen a case of an otherwise strong and healthy man labouring under involuntary spermatic discharges, who maintained that he saw various spectral objects, though he did not consider them to be spectral, but real. He had fallen into a state of hypochondriasis.
I have dwelt more briefly on this subject than the interest of it perhaps demands. I might have related at length some of the many interesting cases recorded in connection with it. I could not do so, however, without proceeding too far into details which would be inconsistent with the general object and design of a paper such as this, which has to deal only with the philosophy of apparitions.
I will now pass on to the second great division of the subject, which is one of very great interest, though it is omitted in great part by some who treat of spectral illusions.
II. On spectral illusions depending on external causes, and, First, Of those which are caused by certain conditions of the atmosphere, or those which depend upon physical and atmospherical causes alone.
Phenomena of this kind are very often presented to the eyes of travellers in trackless deserts and nature's silent solitudes, in forms the most picturesque and gorgeous. They are appearances which more frequently delude than terrify, which give rise to pleasing anticipations, and end in bitter disappointments. I speak of the phenomena of the mirage, closely allied to which are the phenomena of the fata morgana, spectre ships, castles, &c. I will only describe the mirage and explain its causes, as the other phenomena differ only in name and in some circumstances from it.
The mirage has often dazzled the eye of the traveller with its evanescent glories, and has frequently been described. It is an illusive representation of things which have no real existence, at least in the place where they are witnessed, because, when approached and submitted to closer inspection, they vanish into thin air. So life-like and true do these appearances seem, that they very often deceive the weary traveller into the idea that he has found a welcome stream to refresh his aching limbs and parched lips, a grove to shelter him from the piercing rays of the sun, or a city of habitation in which he may meet with hospitable entertainment. Alas! it is but a waking dream, an aerial vision.
It recedes as he approaches; though he advances with eager steps, it does not become more manifest to his view, but melts gradually into the air. When he arrives at the spot where he expected to find his resting-place, he finds that it is but the waste and howling wilderness; or the spectacle may present the appearance of a broad sheet of waters, which threatens to put a stop to his onward progress. It is not merely the eye of man which is deceived by these appearances, but the lower animals also share in the illusion, and the wearied camel or the stubborn mule presses forward to quench his thirst in what he finds in his sad experience to be but visionary waters. To the superstitious and ignorant these phenomena may seem to be produced by supernatural agency, but to the philosopher they are effects produced by the operation of the laws of reflection and refraction of light in favourable circumstances?they are the phantasmagoria of nature's magic lantern.
The mirage will be best understood by a description of it, as given by one who has seen it. I select one from a recent American work of travels and adventure through the wilds of Western America, by Edwin Bryant. The phenomena were witnessed by himself and the party who accompanied him in the journey through the prairies, when they were in the neighbourhood of and crossing the Great Salt Desert:? " Passing a little farther on," he says, " we stood on the brow of a steep precipice, the descent from the ridge of hills, immediately below or beyond which a narrow valley or depression in the surface of the plain, about fire miles in width, displayed so perfectly the wavy and frothy appearance of highly-agitated water, that Colonel Russell and myself, who were riding together some distance in advance, both simultaneously exclaimed, ' We must have taken a wrong course, and struck another bay of the great Salt Lake.' With deep concern we were looking round and surveying the face of the country, to ascertain what remedy there might be for this formidable obstruction to our progress, when the remainder of the party came up. The difficulty was presented to them, but soon, upon a more calm and scrutinizing inspection, we discovered that what represented so perfectly the ' rushing waters,' was moveless and made no sound! The illusion soon became manifest to all of us, and a hearty laugh at those who were the first to be deceived was the consequence."
The next case was more striking and varied :? 44 The mirage here displayed again its wonderful illusions in a perfection, and with a magnificence, surpassing any presentation of the kind 1 had previously seen.
Lakes dotted with islands, and bordered by groves of gently waving timber, whose tranquil and limpid waves refreshed their sloping banks, and the steady islets in their bosoms lay spread out before us, inviting us by their illusory temptations to stray from our path, and enjoy their cooling shades and refreshing waters. These fading away as we advanced, beautiful villas adorned with edifices, decorated with all the ornaments of suburban architecture, and surrounded by gardens, shaded walks, parks, and stately avenues, would succeed them, renewing the alluring temptation to repose, enticing with more than Calypsan enjoyments or Elysian pleasures. These melting from our view as those before, in another place a vast city with countless columned edifices of marble whiteness, and studded with domes, spires, and turreted towers, would rise upon the horizon of the plain, astonishing us with its stupendous grandeur and sublime magnificence. But 
